
KS2 Geography Knowledge Organiser Protecting the Planet 
Key Vocabulary Definition 

Atmosphere The layer of gases that 
surround the planet. 

Biodiversity Bio which is short for 
biology (living things) 
and diversity (variety).  

Climate The weather conditions 
over a long period:  

Deforestation Clearing of forests to 
make space for homes, 
roads and mines. 

Environment The natural world or in 
a particular geograph-
ical area, especially as 
affected by human   
activity. 

Landfill A place where rubbish 
is buried in the ground. 

Pollution Something harmful that 
gets into the air, a   
water source or the 
soil. 

Sustainable Use of materials in 
such a way that they 
will not run out or    
become too hard to 
find. 

Zero Waste When nothing is sent 
to landfill, and anything 
finished with is reused 
or recycled. 

 

We live in a ‘throwaway culture‘, where 
many of our things aren’t built to last. 
Each year, every house in the UK pro-
duces about 1 tonne of waste – that’s 
about the same weight as a great white 
shark! 

What’s worse, is that 60% of what we 

throw away, is actually recyclable! 

That’s why it’s super im-

portant to check the label on every 

piece of rubbish, to make sure you’re 

putting it in the right bin. 

 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/sea-life/great-white-sharks/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/sea-life/great-white-sharks/
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